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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Langeberg municipality proposes the following at McGregor: 

 525 Residential erven (5 = Large Single; 17 = GAP; 503 = Subsidy); 

 Food gardens area; market & event arena; agri training institute; commercial and 
religious erven 

 Storm water- and internal road infrastructure 

 Electricity, sewerage, water and solid waste management services will be connected 
to the existing municipal services provision systems of McGregor 

 A total development footprint area of ± 17.41ha 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of the ± 1.5ha informal settlement  
 
The new housing development is proposed on an area currently zoned for agriculture with 
existing vineyards, a constructed gravel farm dam and a farmstead.  To the north and west 
of site lie Buitekant Street, Meyer Crescent and residential areas of McGregor.  To the east 
lie vineyards and a river with associated floodplain area classified as an Aquatic Critical 
Biodiversity Area.  To the south lies agricultural land with vineyards and orchards. 
 
The existing 1.5ha informal housing site potentially to be decommissioned and rehabilitated 
is situated east of the school and Buitekant Street along the north-eastern corner of 
McGregor.  The ± 1.5ha informal settlement has been constructed within a vacant floodplain 
area, adjacent to the river located east of the site.  Most of the immediately surrounding 
areas are also vacant land as within the floodplain area.  The residential area and a school lie 
west of the site. 
 
Potential negative environmental impacts resulting from the development that must be 
mitigated include: 
 
• Removal of riparian/wetland vegetation during site clearance; 
• Animal habitat disturbance due to vegetation clearance; 
• Potential soil erosion, pollution and compaction; 
• Potential riparian/wetland erosion and pollution;  
 
This Water Quality Management Report intends to inform the decisions regarding the 
application for a licence in terms of Section 21 (i) of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 
1998) for the following proposed developments:  

 Housing development with associated infrastructure on agricultural vineyard land 
within 100m from a water course; and 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of an existing 1.5ha informal 
settlement located within the 1:100 year floodplain area 
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Map 1: Locality map for McGregor 
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Map 1.1: Locality map for proposed new housing development (orange), informal settlement potentially to be decommissioned and 

rehabilitated (yellow). 
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Map 2: Proposed Layout Alternative A3 (Preferred) 
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SITE PHOTOS 

 

 
Photo 1: Proposed new housing development site. 

 
 

Photo 2: Proposed new housing development site 32m CBA buffer area to be kept in between 
the proposed development and the 1:100 year flood line area. 

 

15/07/2013 

15/07/2013 
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Photo 3: Proposed new housing development site as viewed from Buitekant Street. 
 
 

 
 

Photo 4: Existing 1.5ha informal settlement located within the CBA floodplain area to be 
decommissioned and rehabilitated. 

15/07/2013 

15/07/2013 
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Photo 5: Existing 1.5ha informal settlement located within the CBA floodplain area to be 
decommissioned and rehabilitated. 

 

 
 

Photo 6: Existing 1.5ha informal settlement located within the CBA floodplain area to be 
decommissioned and rehabilitated. 

15/07/2013 

15/07/2013 
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Map 3: Aquatic Critical Biodiversity Area map. 
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PART 1: BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
1.1 Relevant Contact Information 
 

 The holding company: Langeberg Municipality 
Contact person:     Mr Kobus Brand 
Postal address: Private Bag X2 
 Ashton 
 6715 
Tel:                                     023 615 8000 
Cell:                                            082 820 4035 
E-mail:                                       kbrand@langeberg.gov.za 
  

 The local authority:            See holding company details above 
 

 The applicant:           See holding company details above 
 

 The sites:    
 

The proposed new housing site is situated on erf 360 on the eastern boundary of the town of 
McGregor, immediately adjacent to the existing structures on Buitekant Street and Meyer 
Crescent to the north and northwest of the site. 
 
The existing 1.5ha informal housing site potentially to be decommissioned and rehabilitated is 
situated east of the school and Buitekant Street along the north-eastern corner of McGregor. 

      
1.2 Magisterial District and Relevant Regional Services Authority 
 
Langeberg District. 
 
1.3 Name of the Nearest Town/Residential Area and Its Distance from the Sites 
 
The proposed sites are located on the boundary of the town McGregor. 
 
1.4 Service Infrastructure Serving the Sites 
 
Property Access – The sites can currently be accessed by existing roads in and around McGregor. There 
are gravel roads within the sites.  
 
Fencing of the Property – The properties are partly fenced as it includes infrastructure adjacent to town 
areas and agricultural land.  
 
Water Supply – Water in the area is supplied via the municipal system.   
 
Electricity Supply – Electricity is provided from local municipal/Eskom network as available in the area. 
 
Solid Waste Management – Municipal waste services. 
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Effluent – Municipal effluent system.  
 
1.5 Ownership of the Land 
 
See holding company details above 
 
1.6 Property Details 
 
Housing Site: 
Property location:  The proposed new housing site is situated on erf 360 on the eastern 

boundary of the town of McGregor, immediately adjacent to the existing 
structures on Buitekant Street and Meyer Crescent to the north and 
northwest of the site. 

Farm/Erf name & Nr:   Erf 360 
Property size:             17.5696ha 
SG21 Digit code:        C06500010000036000000 
Co-ordinates:              S 33º 57’ 08.74’’  E 19º 49’ 54.72’’ 
Current Zoning of the land:  Agriculture Zone 1 
 
Informal Settlement Site: 
Property location:  The existing 1.5ha informal housing site potentially to be decommissioned 

and rehabilitated is situated east of the school and Buitekant Street along 
the north-eastern corner of McGregor. 

Farm/Erf name & Nr:   Erf 397 
Property size:             8.368ha 
SG21 Digit code:        C06500010000039700000 
Co-ordinates:              S 33º 56’ 50.15’’  E 19º 50’ 07.61’’ 
 
Current Zoning of the land:  Undetermined  
 
1.7 Nature of Activity  
 
The Langeberg municipality proposes the following at McGregor: 
 

 525 Residential erven (5 = Large Single; 17 = GAP; 503 = Subsidy); 

 Food gardens area; market & event arena; agri training institute; commercial and religious erven 

 Storm water- and internal road infrastructure 

 Electricity, sewerage, water and solid waste management services will be connected to the 
existing municipal services provision systems of McGregor 

 A total development footprint area of ± 17.41ha 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of the ± 1.5ha informal settlement  
 
The new housing development is proposed on an area currently zoned for agriculture with existing 
vineyards, a constructed gravel farm dam and a farmstead.  To the north and west of site lie Buitekant 
street, Meyer Crescent and residential areas of McGregor.  To the east lie vineyards and a river with 
associated floodplain area classified as an Aquatic Critical Biodiversity Area.  To the south lies 
agricultural land with vineyards and orchards. 
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The existing 1.5ha informal housing site potentially to be decommissioned and rehabilitated is situated 
east of the school and Buitekant Street along the north-eastern corner of McGregor.  The ± 1.5ha 
informal settlement has been constructed within a vacant floodplain area, adjacent to the river located 
east of the site.  Most of the immediately surrounding areas are also vacant land as within the floodplain 
area.  The residential area and a school lie west of the site. 
 
Potential positive impacts: 
• Temporary job creation during the construction phase; 
• Provision of better quality basic services and housing to the local community of McGregor; 
• Potential rehabilitation of 1:100 floodplain areas impacted upon by informal settlement; 
• Elimination of environmental pollution currently occurring due to informal settlement located 

within floodplain area identified as Critical Biodiversity Area (“CBA”). 
 
Potential negative impacts: 
• Visual impact from tourist route 
• Adjacent property value decrease 
• Formal housing may not be available for all the informal settlers residing in the informal 

settlement that is potentially to be decommissioned and rehabilitated. 

 Removal of riparian/wetland vegetation (Phragmites reeds) during site clearance; 
• Animal habitat disturbance due to vegetation clearance; 
• Potential soil erosion, pollution and compaction; 
• Potential CBA riparian/wetland erosion and pollution; 
 
The objective of an EIA, in this case a basic assessment, is to find the alternative having the least 
negative environmental impact and that best benefits society. The assessment and evaluation of 
potential impacts associated with the proposed development was undertaken in an interactive manner 
to inform proactively the ‘shaping’ of the optimum development proposal. Specialists and key 
stakeholders were involved in the EIA process to identify and assess the potential impacts of the 
proposed development.  
 
The negative impacts identified, as a result of the proposed activity, are primarily related to the 
construction phase. However, the potential impacts identified for all phases of the project would be 
adequately managed and effectively mitigated through the implementation of the recommendations 
outlined in this report as well as the proposed Environmental Management Programme (EMP) (attached 
as Appendix H of the Draft Basic Assessment Report). 
 
Potential Negative Environmental Impacts during the Construction Phase: 

 Disturbance to sensitive environmental features such as underlying geological layers, indigenous 
terrestrial and riparian fauna and flora, water courses and wetland areas 

 Increased storm water runoff  

 Compaction of soil 

 Environmental pollution 

 Erosion along slopes and cleared areas 

 Temporary increased traffic due to construction activities 

 Disturbance to cultural-historical aspects 

 Temporary construction noise impacts on surrounding communities 

 Temporary visual impacts due to construction activities 



Page 15 of 24 

  

 

Potential Positive Environmental Impacts during the Construction Phase: 

 Temporary construction job opportunities to local residents 
 
Potential Negative Environmental Impacts during the Operational Phase: 

 Erosion potential along slopes and within CBA buffer area due to increase in storm water runoff 

 Environmental pollution due to illegal waste dumping 
 
Potential Positive Environmental Impacts during the Operational Phase: 

 Will provide much needed basic services and housing to the community of McGregor 

 Eliminate current environmental pollution and impacts occurring within CBA floodplain area due 
to informal settlement 

 Rehabilitation of disturbed CBA floodplain area and on-going clearing of alien vegetation  
 

Potential Negative Environmental Impacts during the Decommissioning Phase: 

 The decommissioning of the McGregor housing development is not anticipated in the near 
future.  Impacts during this phase will however be similar to that of the construction phase 

 
Potential Positive Environmental Impacts during the Decommissioning Phase: 

 Rehabilitation of disturbed areas and on-going clearing of alien vegetation  

 Temporary construction job opportunities for local residents 
 
All impacts and aspects were identified and assessed by both specialists and the public through 
specialist studies and the public participation process. The following summarises the impacts thereof: 

 The proposed development will not have a significant impact on biodiversity. The opinion of the 
EAP concludes that this development should not result in the loss of any species.  

 The proposed housing development is located on an existing agricultural area and will not 
disturb the landscape and sites that constitute the nation’s cultural heritage.  

 The proposed development will follow an Integrated Waste Management approach. 

 The proposed development will not exceed or exploit renewable resources to an extent that they 
reach a level beyond which their integrity is jeopardised. 

 The proposed development will prevent pollution and potential storm water impacts on scarce 
non-renewable resources such as the adjacent CBA. An Environmental Management Programme 
and site specific Storm Water Management Plan will be followed to guide the responsibilities in 
execution. 

 The proposed development intends to give attention to sensitive, vulnerable, highly dynamic or 
stressed ecosystems, such as the natural veld, aquatic systems and archaeological sites.   

 
No-Go Option: 
 
The No-Go option will result in the sites remaining as is presently; agricultural vineyards and an informal 
settlement in the flood plain area. A look at the Need and Desirability input will both indicate popular 
local support for both the concept and place as manifested in the Integrated Development Planning 
Process etc. 
 
It was concluded that the proposed development will not have a significant negative environmental 
impact and it was recommended that the Environmental Management Programme be adhered to 
accordingly. 
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1.8 Intention of this Application 
 
In terms of Government Notice 32209, all water uses as identified in this Government Notice must be 
registered with the Department of Water Affairs.   
 
This application intends to license the proposed activities in terms of section 21: 
 

(i) altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a water course; 
 

of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act no. 36 of 1998) for the following proposed developments:  
 

 Housing development with associated infrastructure on agricultural vineyard land within 100m 
from a water course; and 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of an existing 1.5ha informal settlement located 
within the 1:100 year floodplain area 

 
PART 2: WATERCOURSE ATTRIBUTES 
 
2.1 Locality 
 

2.1.1  Location description of the water course and area at which the water use will take 
place: 
 The non-perennial Hoeks River forms the eastern border of the sites.  The relevant 
sections of the river have been significantly impacted upon and transformed due to 
previous and on-going surrounding human activities such as agriculture and town 
developments. 
 
No indigenous riparian vegetation remains within or adjacent to the proposed 
development sites.  No indigenous or riparian vegetation remains on the proposed 
housing development site or the informal settlement site. 
 
Invading Phragmites reeds is densely present within the CBA buffer area, located along 
the eastern border of the proposed housing site (see Photo 2).   

 
2.1.2  Catchment reference Number 

H40K  
 
2.2  Description 
 

2.2.1  Name and/or description of the affected watercourse 
Refer to 2.1.1 above. 

 
2.2.2  Ecological state of the affected reaches of the watercourse (Present Ecological State or 

PES) -  
2.2.2.1  Flow sediment regimes (quantity, pattern, timing, water level and assurance 

of in-stream flow) 
 The Hoeks River adjacent to the sites is non-perennial in nature and its stream 

flow is largely determined by the seasonality of local rainfall. 
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 The river has also been transformed and impacted upon by human 

development and agricultural activities; therefore little to no indigenous 
riparian vegetation remains within the watercourse. The water course with 
surrounding floodplain areas have been encroached on by alien vegetation 
especially Phragmites reeds that impede the water flow.  
 

2.2.2.2  Water quality (including physical, chemical and biological characteristics) in 
relation to the flow regime 

 No water quality monitoring was conducted. No spillages or pollution that we 
are aware of have occurred on site to date and the water quality of the water 
courses (when flowing) is good. 

 
2.2.2.3  Riparian and in-stream habitat 
 Riparian zones aid in maintaining the structure of the river channel and act as 

filters for sediment, nutrients and light.  
 
 The riparian habitat adjacent to the sites is in a poor to non-existing condition. 
 
 The in-stream habitat is in poor condition with many impacts that have 

altered the in-stream habitat such as construction activities, previous and on-
going farming activities and increasing alien vegetation encroachment. 

 
2.2.2.3.1  Morphology (physical structure) 
 Riparian vegetation plays an integral role in the maintenance of river and 

foreshore stability. Streams and rivers are principally dynamic systems, with 
their path and flow constantly changing over time. The rate of change in the 
morphology of rivers and streams is reduced by the presence of vegetation in 
riparian areas. The binding root systems of riparian vegetation increase bank 
strength and prevent soil erosion. Thus, the presence of this vegetation is 
fundamental in maintaining a level of stability in the physical structure of the 
river. See 2.2.2.3 above. 

 
2.2.2.3.2  Vegetation 
 The sites vegetation used to be characterised as Breede Alluvium 

Renosterveld (Endangered).  Both sites are however totally degraded and 
planted with vineyards and cleared for informal housing with no natural 
vegetation on site. 

 
2.2.2.4  Biota 

Although fish species might be present in the Hoeks River, the applicable 
tributary section adjacent to the site is non-perennial and therefore no fish 
species or their habitat will be impacted upon by the proposed development. 
 
Limited insect species such as termites and mosquito species were identified 
on site, but it is expected that the area has a rich and diverse invertebrate life. 
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The proposed development will not have significant impact on invertebrate 
species. No known rare or special species were observed or are known to 
occur or breed on the site. 
 
It is expected that the proposed development will not have a significant 
impact on any listed bird species or their habitat. Bird species known to occur 
on the property that may be impacted upon by the proposed development 
could simply fly away and move out to the surrounding veld and back after 
construction.  
 
As reported in Smithers (1983) small buck e.g. common duiker and steenbok, 
rodents such as mole rats, field mice and hares, as well as carnivores such as 
genets and mongoose are likely to inhabit the area.   
 
No indigenous mammal species were observed on site during the survey, and 
none are expected to occur in viable numbers on the proposed sites as no 
indigenous habitat remains. 
 
No reptile species were observed on site during the survey, but the weather 
was fairly cold and it is expected that the area has rich reptile diversity.   
 
No amphibian species were observed on site, and none is expected to be 
impacted upon by the proposed development. 

 
It is not envisaged that the proposed development will have significant impact 
on any reptiles or amphibians or their habitats. 

      
2.2.3  Ecological importance and sensitivity as well as Socio-cultural importance of the 

affected reaches of the watercourse, and its functions: 
Due to the previous heavy impact and disturbance on site, the site was deemed to have 
low biodiversity conservation value. The proposed development will therefore have a low 
significant impact on biodiversity. 
 
Riparian zone vegetation ranges from aquatic and semi-aquatic plants through to 
terrestrial species and can be seen as an interface between terrestrial and aquatic 
systems. Riparian zones aid in maintaining the structure of the river channel and act as 
filters for sediment, nutrients and light and thus are an important ecological feature of 
the site and the watercourse. No riparian vegetation remains on the proposed 
development sites nor will any riparian or indigenous vegetation be impacted upon 
during the proposed developments.  
 
In order to mitigate any potential negative effects on the riparian zone, a CBA buffer zone 
of 32m from the 1:100 year flood line area (main CBA) will be kept along the eastern 
border of the proposed housing site, in which only storm water management will be 
allowed.  The CBA/1:100 year flood line area adjacent to the proposed housing site and 
the sensitive riparian areas surrounding the squatter site will also be demarcated before 
construction commences to ensure that it is not impacted upon.  
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The water course is non-perennial, but feeds the Hoeks River which is used for 
agricultural irrigation purposes thus in terms of socio-cultural importance they have 
important value.   The flow regime of the water course therefore must and will not be 
impacted upon by the proposed developments. 

 
2.2.4  Existing land and water use impacts and threats on the characteristics of the 

watercourse: 
As can be seen from the site photos the affected water course has been completely 
transformed mainly due to on-going agricultural activities and previous construction 
activities of roads and storm water management structures etc. 
 
Due to previous clearance of indigenous riparian vegetation and habitat transformation 
the main threat to the characteristics of the current water courses is;  on-going increase 
of the informal settlement area in the 1:100 year floodplain area; and alien vegetation 
encroachment which is not being managed and that limits the current natural 
rehabilitation of the riparian habitat.  

 
2.2.5  List of sensitive environments in proximity of the project locality: 

 Sensitive landscapes adjacent to and present on the proposed development sites include 
the non-perennial CBA tributary with its associated CBA buffer area along the eastern 
border of the housing site, and the 1:100 year CBA floodplain area in which the informal 
settlement has been established. 

 
 
PART 3: WATER USE INFORMATION  
 
3.1  Description and Methodology 
 

3.1.1  Activities associated with the water use:  
The following requires licencing, in terms of Section 21 (i) of the National Water Act, 1998 
(Act 36 of 1998):  
• Housing development with associated infrastructure to be established within 100 

metres of a water course/wetland area. 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of a 1.5ha informal settlement 
located within a CBA 1:100 year floodplain area. 

 
3.1.2  Program and description of project phases:  
 The planning phase is currently in progress determining the best layout alternative etc. 

through an Environmental Impact Assessment process.   Environmental Authorisation 
must be obtained from the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development 
Planning (“DEA&DP”) in order to proceed with the next phase which will be construction.  
Construction of the proposed development will take place during the dry summer months 
when the water course is not flowing.  The Municipality will be responsible for operation 
and maintenance upon completion of construction. 
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3.1.3  Work method statements for water use activities: 
  Construction and operational phases to be implemented according to the site specific 

Environmental Management Programme and Storm Water Management Plan to be 
approved by key departments and DEA&DP. 

 
 The municipality will be responsible for implementing the conditions of the 

Environmental Authorisation and Water Use License during the construction and 
operational phases. 

 
3.1.4  Engineer design drawings for construction activities within 100m of the watercourse: 
 See Storm Water Management Report/Plan as attached under Appendix H of the Basic 

Assessment Report (BAR) dated August 2013. 
  
3.1.5  Storm water management practices: 
 Uncontrolled storm water flow may lead to erosion and flooding.  

 
 The Environmental Management Programme (EMP) and Storm Water Management Plan 

as attached under Appendix H of the BAR dated August 2013 contains specific storm 
water management practices which will be implemented before and during the 
construction period, as well as the final storm water control measures required for the 
site on completion of the site development. 

 
3.1.6  Existing lawful water uses within the area [Section 27(1)(a)] 
  Unknown 
 
3.1.7 Investments already made and to be made by the water user in respect of the proposed 

water use [Section 27(1)(h)] 
 An environmental impact assessment is currently in process with associated specialist 

studies. 
 
3.1.8 Probable duration of proposed activity, for which the water use should be authorised 

[Section 27(1)(k)] 
 Duration of the operational phase of the housing development is unknown. 

 
3.2  Motivation  
 

3.2.1  Need/intention/objective of the proposed water use: 
 Licensing of the proposed water uses are required to allow Langeberg Municipality to 

provide formal housing to qualifying previously disadvantaged individuals living in and 
around McGregor. 

 
 The licensing of the potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of the 1.5ha informal 

settlement in the 1:100 year floodplain CBA will allow the municipality to eliminate the 
current significant human health and environmental pollution risk that exists with regards 
to the possibility of a flood occurring within this area. 
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3.2.2  Contribution to rectify the results of past racial and gender discrimination [Section 27 
(1)(b)] 

 The project promotes formal housing and basic services provision to previously 
disadvantage individuals and prevention of environmental pollution, which in turn 
promotes better health condition and physical wellbeing for the local community of 
McGregor.   

 
3.2.3  Support of efficient and beneficial use of water in the public interest [Section 27(1)(c)] 
 Refer to 3.2.1 and 3.2.2. 
 
3.2.4  Relevant catchment management strategies and local government planning 

frameworks that support the proposed water use [Section 27(1)(e)] 
 The proposed developments are in line with the Municipal Local Integrated Development 

Plan and Spatial Development Framework plans for McGregor. 
 
3.2.5  Strategic importance of the water use to be authorised [Section 27(1)(i)] 
 Refer to 3.2.1 and 3.2.2. 

 
PART 4: IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1  Impact Prediction and Assessment 
  

4.1.1  Environmental and socio-economic impacts associated with the water use for the 
different project phases 

  
4.1.1.1 On the water course and its characteristics (Section 27(2)(f)] 

Environmental – The licensing of the potential decommissioning and 
rehabilitation of the 1.5ha informal settlement in the 1:100 year floodplain 
CBA will allow the municipality to eliminate the current significant human 
health and environmental pollution risk that exists with regards to the 
possibility of a flood occurring within this area. 
 
The proposed housing development will not have a significant detrimental 
environmental impact, and all potential impacts are mainly related to 
temporary construction phase impacts that can be mitigated by complying 
with the specialist and Environmental Management Programme 
recommendations. 

 
Socio-economic – The licensing of the proposed water uses are required to 
allow Langeberg Municipality to provide formal housing to qualifying 
previously disadvantaged individuals living in and around McGregor. 

 
4.1.1.2  On other water users [Section 27(1)(f)] 

 The project promotes formal housing and basic services provision to 
previously disadvantage individuals and prevention of environmental 
pollution, which in turn promotes better health conditions and physical 
wellbeing for the local community of McGregor.   
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4.1.1.3  On the broader public and property 
The project promotes formal housing and basic services provision to 
previously disadvantage individuals and prevention of environmental 
pollution, which in turn promotes better health conditions and physical 
wellbeing for the local community of McGregor.   
 

4.1.1.4  If the water use is not authorised [Section 27(1)(d)] 
The No-Go option will result in the sites remaining as is presently; agricultural 
vineyards and an informal settlement in the flood plain area. A look at the 
Need and Desirability input indicates popular local support for both the 
concept and place as manifested in Integrated Development Plan etc.  

 
4.2  Risk Assessment Associated with the Water Use and Related Activities 
 
4.2.1  Description and motivation of methodology used for impact prediction: 
 Refer to the Assessment Methodology included in the Draft Basic Assessment Report DEA&DP 

Ref No: 16/3/1/1/B1/10/1044/13 dated August 2013. 
 
4.2.2 Risk Assessment: 

 Refer to assessment table with relevant impacts assessed included in the Draft Basic Assessment 
Report DEA&DP Ref No: 16/3/1/1/B1/10/1044/13 dated August 2013. 

 
4.3  Alternatives Assessed  

 Refer to alternatives assessed under Section E of the Draft Basic Assessment Report DEA&DP Ref 
No: 16/3/1/1/B1/10/1044/13 dated August 2013. 

 
4.4  Mitigation and Management Measures 
  
 Mitigation and management measures will follow the Environmental Management Programme 

(EMP), Storm Water Management Plan and all other specialist recommendations developed and 
approved by the key department and DEA&DP. Principally, the Environmental Control Officer 
(ECO) will be responsible for ensuring that the mitigation and management measures are enforced 
and adhered to during all phases. 

 
4.4.1  Some mitigation measures to prevent, reduce, remediate or compensate the 

predetermined impacts:   

 Dust – A potential impact in the summer months. Dust suppression using recycled 
water only if needed. 

 Mud – A potential impact during winter. The impacts of mud will principally occur only 
where construction vehicles/equipment leave the raw roads on site to enter formal 
road system. Sweeping/shovelling of mud residues will limit this. 

 Vegetation – Work will occur only in defined areas guided by the EMP. 

 Waste – Waste management will be guided by the EMP. 

 Surface & ground water pollution – Water course contamination controlled by the 
EMP. 

 Archaeology/Heritage –Will be overseen by the ECO/EMP. 
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4.4.2  Emergency response procedures: 
 As according to the EMP an on-site emergency plan must be provided by the 
municipality.  
 

4.5  Changes to the Water Course 
  

4.5.1  Extent to which the impacts will bring about changes, after mitigation, in respect of the 
PES, functionality of the watercourse and socio-economic environment: 
 Construction activities will bring temporary changes to current state of the proposed 
sites, but the functionality of the adjacent CBA with associated floodplain are and 
watercourse will not be detrimentally impacted upon and freshwater ecosystem 
functioning will improve and continue as is. 
 
The local community and environment will benefit from the proposed developments as 
previously discussed under 4.1. 

 
4.6  Monitoring and Compliance 
  

4.6.1  Monitoring programme to ensure execution of the proposed mitigation measures and 
for informing DWA of incidents: 
 The monitoring programme to ensure execution is governed by the Environmental 
Management Programme. Independent monitoring will be conducted via a competent 
Environmental Control Officer. The Environmental Control Officer will be responsible for 
monitoring, reviewing, reporting and verifying compliance with the Environmental 
Management Programme, Environmental Authorisation and Water Use License by all 
Contractors and Site Management. Regular environmental inspections for the duration of 
the project, both for construction, operation and decommissioning phases are to be 
conducted by the Environmental Control Officer.  

 
PART 5: CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the information contained in this document, this application intends to license the proposed 
activities in terms of section 21: 
 

(ii) altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a water course; 
 

of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act no. 36 of 1998) for the following proposed developments:  

 Housing development with associated infrastructure on agricultural vineyard land within 100m 
from a water course; and 

 Potential decommissioning and rehabilitation of an existing 1.5ha informal settlement located 
within the 1:100 year floodplain area 

 
 
PART 6: REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS  
  
REFERENCES – 

 Draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR)   DEA&DP Ref No: 16/3/1/1/B1/10/1044/13 dated August 
2013. 
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 Environmental Management Programme (EMP) as included in the Draft BAR under Appendix H 
 Storm Water Management Report/Plan as included in the Draft BAR under Appendix H 
 Biodiversity and Freshwater Ecosystem Baseline Survey (BBS) as included in the Draft BAR under 

Appendix G 
 
 
PART 7: CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL 
 
All the information in this document is seen as confidential material and should be treated as such. 
 
PART 8: DECLARATION 
 
I hereby declare that the information submitted in this Water Quality Management Report is, to the 
best of my knowledge, correct. 
 
Signed:  

 
 
Designation: Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
 
Date: 21 August 2013   


